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INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES: 

 
 

 

 

1. Read and follow ALL instructions carefully. 

2. Rule off on completion of EACH section. 

3. It is in your own interests to write and present your work neatly. 

4. Use your time carefully. Suggested time management: 

 Section A: POETRY (40 minutes)  

 Section B: DRAMA (35 minutes) 

 Section C: NOVEL (45 minutes) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS CAREFULLY BEFORE ANSWERING THE 

QUESTIONS 
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INSTRUCTIONS AND INFORMATION 

 

1. This paper consists of THREE sections: 

 SECTION A: POETRY   (30 marks) 

 SECTION B: DRAMA    (25 marks) 

 SECTION C: NOVEL    (25 marks) 

2. You are required to answer questions from all THREE sections. You will 

answer FIVE questions in total. 

3. Section A (Poetry): 

 Prescribed poems: you are required to answer TWO of the four 

questions. 

 Unseen poem: this question is compulsory.  

4. In Section B (Drama) you are required to answer the contextual question. 

5. In Section C (Novel) you are required to answer ONE of the two essay 

questions. 

6. Number each answer exactly as the question paper is numbered. 

7. Follow ALL instructions. 

8. Draw a double margin. 

9. Pay special attention to spelling and sentence construction. 

10. Write neatly and legibly. 
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SECTION A: POETRY 

PRESCRIBED POETRY 

Answer any TWO of the following questions: 

 

QUESTION 1: “WOMEN” by Alice Walker 

Read the poem below and then answer the following questions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS: 

1.1 Do you think it is effective that the poem is written in the first person? Provide a 

reason for your answer.        (1) 

1.2 What might “Doors” (line 8) represent in the context of the poem?   (2) 

            They were women then 

My mama’s generation 

Husky of voice -- stout of 

Step 

With fists as well as 

Hands 

How they battered down 

Doors 

And ironed 

Starched white 

Shirts 

How they led 

Armies 

Headragged generals 

Across mined 

Fields 

Booby-trapped 

Ditches 

To discover books 

Desks 

A place for us 

How they knew what we 

Must know 

Without knowing a page 

Of it 

Themselves. 
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1.3 Provide two examples of diction that contribute to the idea of female strength in the 

poem.           (2) 

1.4 Identify the overall tone of the poem. Quote to substantiate your answer.  (2) 

1.5 Comment on the appropriateness of the poem’s title.    (3) 

 

[TOTAL: 10] 

OR 

QUESTION 2: “HOW NOT TO STOP” by Gabeba Baderoon 

Read the poem below and then answer the following questions.  

 

Pa came to collect us from school, 

the stern drive home. 

 

Pa sat at the head of the table, 

not talking at supper. 

 

Pa stood in the driveway with his back to us, 

throwing seed into the wind 

with quick slings of the hand, drawing 

the pigeons as though he'd called them. 

 

Pa carved his own domino set; 

on weekend games sly as chess, slapping 

the final piece on the wood table. 

 

Pa drove us home past the house he built, 

from which his family was removed in ‘68, 

never looking again in its direction. 

 

Pa bought his leaf tea and hard cheddar 

from Queen Bess supermarket, 

down the street from their old house. 

 

Pa rehearsed how not to stop, not to get out 

and walk to the front door he made. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5 

 

 

 

 

 

10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15 

 

QUESTIONS: 

2.1 Refer to the first stanza. Which word tells the reader that the speaker has siblings? (1) 
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2.2 There seems to be a lot of emotional distance between Pa and his children.  

Provide two examples of diction from the poem to support this statement.  (2) 

2.3 Identify the figure of speech in line 10.      (1) 

2.4 Refer to line 14. How does Pa deal with the past, according to this line?  (1) 

2.5 Each of the stanzas begins with the word “Pa”. Discuss the effectiveness of this. (2) 

2.6 In your own words, explain what it is that Pa stops himself from doing.  (2) 

2.7  Which word best describes the tone of the final stanza?  

Write the correct letter only.        (1) 

a. Angry 

b. Compassionate 

c. Annoyed 

d. Impatient 

[TOTAL: 10] 

OR 

QUESTION 3: “LOVE IS NOT ALL” by Edna St Vincent Millay  

Read the poem below and then answer the following questions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS: 

3.1 What does the poet mean by “slumber” (line 2)?     (1) 

3.2 Why do you think the poet repeats the words “rise and sink” in line 4?  (2) 

Love is not all: it is not meat nor drink 

Nor slumber nor a roof against the rain, 

Nor yet a floating spar to men that sink 

And rise and sink and rise and sink again. 

Love cannot fill the thickened lung with breath 

Nor clean the blood, nor set the fractured bone; 

Yet many a man is making friends with death 

Even as I speak, for lack of love alone. 

It well may be that in a difficult hour, 

Pinned down by need and moaning for release, 

Or nagged by want past resolution’s power, 

I might be driven to sell your love for peace, 

Or trade the memory of this night for food. 

It well may be. I do not think I would. 

 

 

 

 

 

5 

 

 

 

 

10 
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3.3 What does the poet mean by “thickened lung” (line 5)?    (1) 

3.4 Identify the figure of speech in line 7.      (1) 

3.5 For which two things does the speaker imagine she might have to sell her love? (2) 

3.6 What is the speaker’s overall attitude towards love? Refer to the poem to substantiate 

 your answer.          (3) 

 

[TOTAL: 10] 

OR 

QUESTION 4: “SHALL I COMPARE THEE TO A SUMMER’S DAY?” 

by William Shakespeare   

Read the poem below and then answer the following questions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS: 

4.1 What kind of poem is this? Provide a reason for your answer.   (2) 

4.2 Using your own words, write down two things about summer that the speaker  

finds unpleasant.         (2) 

4.3 Identify the figure of speech in line 5.        (1) 

4.4 Explain the meaning of the rhyming couplet.      (3) 

4.5  Identify the overall tone of the poem and provide a quote to substantiate  

your answer.          (2) 

[TOTAL: 10] 

Shall I compare thee to a summer’s day? 

Thou art more lovely and more temperate. 

Rough winds do shake the darling buds of May, 

And summer’s lease hath all too short a date. 

Sometime too hot the eye of heaven shines, 

And often is his gold complexion dimmed; 

And every fair from fair sometime declines, 

By chance, or nature’s changing course, untrimmed; 

But thy eternal summer shall not fade, 

Nor lose possession of that fair thou ow’st, 

Nor shall death brag thou wand’rest in his shade, 

When in eternal lines to Time thou grow’st. 

So long as men can breathe, or eyes can see, 

So long lives this, and this gives life to thee. 

 

 

 

 

 

5 

 

 

 

 

10 
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UNSEEN POETRY: THIS QUESTION IS COMPULSORY 

 

QUESTION 5: “TO JULIA IN THE SUPERMARKET” by Chris Mann 

Read the poem below and then answer the following questions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS: 

5.1 Where is the poem set? Quote to support your answer.    (2) 

5.2 Is the woman really “strange” (line 1)? Explain.     (2) 

5.3 Refer to stanza 2. In your own words, mention one thing that the speaker appreciates 

about the woman.          (1) 

5.4 Refer to stanza 3. Why do you think the speaker wants to give the woman “rolls” and 

“artichokes and wine”?        (3) 

5.5 What impression does the reader get of the woman in the final stanza? Explain your 

answer.          (2) 

[TOTAL: 10] 

 

 

SECTION A TOTAL: 30  

 

Ah strange, distant and beautiful woman, 

pushing a trolley down an avenue of tins, 

a child in tow, a shopping list in hand, 

 

how much I adore the curve of your waist, 

the sway of your body, the pause, the turn 

and reed-quick bending to one side of you. 

 

Let me pile your trolley with new-baked rolls 

and fill your arms with artichokes and wine, 

let me explain that thinking you elsewhere 

 

but finding you here has torn the membrane 

that custom and routine thickens in my eyes 

and through the fissure burst, as at the first, 

 

the whole breathing, talking, hurrying, laughing, 

soft-lipped, warm-hipped, red-scarfed woman of you. 

 

 

 

 

 

5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10 
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SECTION B: DRAMA 

 

CONTEXTUAL 

This question is COMPULSORY 

 

QUESTION 6: “ROMEO AND JULIET” by William Shakespeare 
 

Read the extracts below and then answer the following questions.  

 

EXTRACT A 

From the prologue 

Two households, both alike in dignity, 

In fair Verona, where we lay our scene, 

From ancient grudge break to new mutiny, 

Where civil blood makes civil hands unclean. 

From forth the fatal loins of these two foes 

A pair of star-cross'd lovers take their life; 

Whose misadventured piteous overthrows 

Doth with their death bury their parents' strife. 

The fearful passage of their death-mark'd love, 

And the continuance of their parents' rage, 

Which, but their children's end, nought could remove, 

Is now the two hours' traffic of our stage; 

The which if you with patient ears attend, 

What here shall miss, our toil shall strive to mend. 

 

 

 

 

5 

 

 

 

 

10 

 

 

 

 

 

6.1 Name the “two households” mentioned in line 1.     (2) 

6.2 Where is the play set?         (1) 

6.3 Explain the two different meanings of “civil” in line 4.    (4) 

6.4 Provide the full names of the “star-cross’d lovers” (line 6).    (4) 

6.5 Explain why line 9 is an example of foreshadowing.     (3) 

6.6 How does the grudge between the families end according to the prologue?  (1) 

6.7 What is the function of the chorus? Mention two things.    (2) 
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EXTRACT B 

From Act 1 Scene 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6.8 Explain what Sampson means by “washing blow” (line 1).    (2) 

6.9 For which household do Sampson and Gregory work?    (1) 

6.10 The words in italics in the extract are called “stage directions”. Name two  

functions of stage directions.        (2) 

6.11 Provide a quote from the extract that demonstrates Benvolio’s gentle nature. (1) 

6.12 What does it tell the audience about Tybalt that he claims to hate peace?  (2) 

 

[TOTAL: 25] 

 

 

SECTION B TOTAL: 25 

SAMPSON 

Draw, if you be men. Gregory, remember thy washing blow. 

 

They fight. 

 

BENVOLIO 

(Draws his sword) Part, fools! 

Put up your swords. You know not what you do. 

 

Enter Tybalt. 

 

TYBALT 

What, art thou drawn among these heartless hinds? 

Turn thee, Benvolio. Look upon thy death. 

 

BENVOLIO 

I do but keep the peace. Put up thy sword, 

Or manage it to part these men with me. 

 

TYBALT 

What, drawn, and talk of peace? I hate the word, 

As I hate hell, all Montagues, and thee. 

Have at thee, coward! 

 

They fight.  
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SECTION C: NOVEL 

 

ESSAY 

Answer ONE of the following questions 

 

QUESTION 7: “THE MARK” by Edyth Bulbring 

 

Please note: 

 

 You must plan your essay (e.g. a mind-map) 

 Structure your essay with an introduction, body and conclusion 

 Use formal language 

 Include an accurate word count at the end 

  

 
7.1 Rebellion is a central theme in Edyth Bulbring’s novel “The Mark”. In an essay of 300-

350 words, discuss this theme with reference to at least two of the characters. (50) 

 

OR 

 

7.2 In her novel “The Mark”, Edyth Bulbring has created a main character who is both 

sneaky and appealing.  

In an essay of 300-350 words, discuss the statement above.  

 

 [TOTAL: 25] 

 

 

 

SECTION C TOTAL: 25 
 

 

 

TOTAL FOR PAPER: 80 MARKS 
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