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 Answer One Source Based Question and the Essay 
 
Section A: Source-Based Questions 

 

 Question 1: Civil Resistance, 1970s to 1980s: South Africa 
 

 Question 2: The Coming of Democracy to South Africa and Coming to 
Terms with the Past 
 
Section B: Essay Questions 

 

 Question 3: Civil Resistance, 1970s to 1980s: South Africa: The Crisis of 
Apartheid in the 1980s 
 

 Question 4: The Coming of Democracy to South Africa and Coming to 
Terms with the Past 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Section A: Source – Based Questions 

 

Question 1: To what extent did the ideology of Black Consciousness (BC) 
influence  the Soweto Uprising? 

Use Sources 1A, 1B, 1C and 1D to answer the following questions. 

 

1.1 Refer to Source 1A 

1.1.1 Using your own words, explain what you understand by the term “Black 
Consciousness”?                                                                                              (1x2) (2) 

 

1.1.2 Using the Source, explain how Biko justified the need for Black Consciousness.  

                                                                                                                         (2x2) (4) 

1.1.3 What, according to Biko, needed to happen before any real change could occur 
in South Africa?                                                                                                (1x2) (2) 

 

1.2 Study Source 1B 

1.2.1 What evidence is there in the Source to suggest that the number of African 
learners at secondary schools increased between 1950 and 1975?               (2x1) (2) 

 

1.2.2 Identify THREE challenged experienced by learners at secondary schools in 
Soweto.                                                                                                            (3x1) (3) 

 

1.2.3 Explain how learners were made politically aware at schools in Soweto. 

                                                                                                                         (2x2) (4) 

 

1.2.4 How did schools contribute to the spread of the ideas of Black Consciousness? 

                                                                                                                         (1x2) (2)   

 

1.2.5 Discuss the usefulness of this Source to a historian studying the influence of 
Black Consciousness on schools.                                                                    (2x2) (4) 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

1.3 Refer to Source 1C. 

Viewpoints 1,2,3 and 4 represent the views of anti-apartheid writers and  
activists. Viewpoint 5 is a summary of the government Commission of 
Inquiry into the Soweto Uprising. 

 

1.3.1 Using Viewpoint 1 and your own knowledge, explain what is meant by 
“occupied the political vacuum left by the outlawed Congress movements”.  

                                                                                                                         (1x2) (2) 

 

1.3.2 Explain how Viewpoints 3 and 4 differ from Viewpoints 1 and 2.            (2x2) (4) 

 

1.3.3 To what extent do you agree with the criticism of the youth leaders in Viewpoint  
4? Explain your answer.                                                                             (2x2) (4) 

 

1.3.4 How reliable would Viewpoint 5 be with regard to the reasons for the Soweto 
Uprising?                                                                                                    (1x2) (2) 

 

1.4 Refer to Source 1D. 

1.4.1 What does the photograph of armed policeman tell you about the 
Government’s response to 16 June 1976?                                                (1x3) (3) 

 

1.4.2 Explain to what extent this Source would be considered reliable by a historian 
investigating the events of the 1976 Soweto Uprising.                              (2x2) (4) 

 

1.5. Using all the Sources and your own knowledge, write a paragraph of about 10-
12 lines explaining the extent to which the philosophy of Black Consciousness 
influenced the Soweto Uprising of 1976.                                                             (8) 

                                                                                                                                [50] 

 

 

 

 



Question 2: To what extent was the Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
successful in healing South Africa from its divided past? 

Study Sources 2A, 2B and 2C in order to answer the questions which follow. 

 

2.1 refer to Source 2A 

2.1.1 Define the term “amnesty” in the context of the TRC.                             (1x2) (2) 

 

2.1.2 Explain why “political motivation” referred to in the Source was a vital condition 
for the granting of amnesty.                                                                       (2x2) (4) 

 

2.1.3 To what extent would the information in the Source be regarded as reliable? 
Provide TWO reasons to support your answer.                                         (2x2) (4) 

 

2.2 Refer to Source 2B. 

2.2.1 According to Mbeki, why was the formation of the TRC regarded as 
controversial?                                                                                             (1x2) (2) 

 

2.2.2 Explain the meaning of the term “perpetrator” in the context of the TRC.  

                                                                                                                         (1x2) (2) 

 

2.2.3 Explain why Mbeki believed that telling the full truth needed courage on the  
part of the perpetrators.                                                                              (2x2) (4)   

 

2.2.4 The TRC was unique in expecting both perpetrators and victims to give their 
testimonies at the hearings. Explain the value of this request.                  (2x2) (4) 

 

2.3 Consult Source 2C (Written Source and Visual Source) 

2.3.1 How, according to the information in the Source, did de Kock become involved 
in the ‘Motherwell Bombing? (Written Source)                                          (1x2) (2)    

 

2.3.2 Quote evidence to explain whether de Kock showed any remorse at the TRC 
hearings. (Written Source)                                                                        (1x2) (2) 

 

 



2.3.3 What conclusions can you draw from the attitudes of the two widows after they 
met with de Kock? Use evidence from the written source to support your answer.           

                                                                                                                       (2x2) (4) 

 

2.3.4 Explain the messages the cartoonist wishes to convey regarding the role 
played by the “The 3 Terrors” at the TRC hearings. (Visual Sources)       (2x2) (4)      

 

2.3.5 Why do you think the cartoonist has depicted the Union Buildings in the 
foreground of the cartoon?                                                                        (1x2) (2)         

 

2.3.6 Compare the Written Source and the Visual Source. Explain the similarities 
between these two Sources regarding de Kock’s testimony at the TRC.  (2x2) (4)  

 

2.4 Using the relevant Sources and your own knowledge, write a paragraph of about 
10-12 lines explaining the role of and controversy surrounding amnesty in the 
TRC process.                                                                                                       (8)    

                                                                                                                                [50]        

 

Section B: Essay Questions 

Question 4: Civil Resistance 1970s to 1980s: The Crisis of Apartheid in the 
1980s 

“Disinvestments and sanctions proved to be the two most effective forms of 
resistance imposed on the N.P. government by the international anti-Apartheid 
movements. They brought the South African economy to the brink of collapse and 
thus the eventual downfall of Apartheid occurred by the end of the 1980’s”. 

Discuss to what extent this statement is true with reference to the various forms of 
resistance used by the international anti-Apartheid movement during the 1980’s. 

                                                                                                                                [50] 

 

Question 5: The Coming of Democracy to South Africa and coming to terms 
with the past 

“The successful transition to democracy in South Africa in 1994 was a direct result of 
the role played by Nelson Mandela and F.W. de Klerk in the negotiation process 
between 1990 and 1994”. 

To what extent is the above statement a true reflection of the negotiation process 
and the establishment of a democracy in South Africa by 1994. 

                                                                                                                                [50] 
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